FIRST OVER EVEREST
military service both in their own country and in India. The
Maharaja rules and controls the army which is formed on the
British model and drilled with English words of command,
the armament being modern rifles and a light artillery of a highly
serviceable character.
"Officers and men are dressed similarly to those in the British
Army in India, and to see the officers riding up and down the
ranks of their battalions, and the Maharaja taking the salute,
equipped and clothed as a British general would be, made me
wonder if I were not back on the parade ground at Lucknow,
or at a march past in Rawalpindi.
"Whilst staying in Khatmandu I was present with the
Maharaja at a review of the Nepalese army, held in connection
with the coronation festivities, and attended by the leading
officials throughout the country. It was a remarkable and
practical demonstration of what Nepal can produce in a
military sense. The march past took place in die afternoon,
the Maharaja at the saluting base accompanied by his staff and
ministers. The parade ground lies to the east of the city, an
extensive grassy plain that, but for the Oriental buildings
beyond its edges, might be at Aldershot.
"Thirty thousand men marched past, the regiments com-
prising all the fighting classes of Nepal, mostly infantry, with
some brigades of light mountain artillery, the whole forming
a force of which the Nepalese may well be proud.
"During my stay in Khatmandu I visited most of the famous
places, and those intimately associated with the history and
life of Nepal. Generally speaking, the buildings in sequestered
Khatmandu are ornate and the main squares, such as those
into which the principal streets lead, filled with a bewildering
array of palaces, temples and houses, fancifully decorated with
wood-carvings and multiple roofs.
"Market, or bazaar days, are the time when the people can be
studied to advantage, for then the main and subsidiary streets
are crowded with town and country folk, who come in from
the surrounding districts kden with the produce of the field
260